Tent City Faith Formation Activity #1

Instructions for Chaplaincy Leader

Description:

As part of a three-stage process designed to help Tent City participants prepare for the event in May, this first activity begins with a focus on Scripture.  The goal is to orient students to the ways in which issues of marginalization, poverty, discrimination and injustice are dealt with in the New Testament.  From this activity, students should gain a basic understanding of why our vocation as Christians calls us to respond to the needs of the homeless in a unique and profound way.  Additionally, students will consider some of the systemic causes of homelessness in our world today, and how these are related to issues Jesus dealt with in his own community.

Activity:

Introduction

· Begin the meeting with a prayer, followed by a general overview of what the students can expect from the Tent City faith formation process.
· Tell the students that this first session is about taking a closer look at Scripture and what it has to say about homelessness.  
· Option: To get the students “warmed up”, begin with a brief general group discussion about Jesus’ ministry to the poor and marginalized etc.
 
Activity

· In the following document are four biblical stories accompanied by a set of discussion questions for each.
· Split the students into four groups and give each group one of the stories with its corresponding set of questions.  Encourage the students to discuss the Scripture passage and questions within their small group, and to jot down any notes/significant insights/questions in their reflection journals.
· When the small group discussions subside, gather the students into the large group and have each small group share the story they read, the issues it dealt with, and some of the things they discussed.  What did they learn?  How might they see the issue of homelessness differently? 

Conclusion

· Conclude by re-iterating any major “learnings” or themes which emerged during the discussion, and aim to highlight the fact that we (the Dufferin-Peel community) are not simply focused on helping the homeless because it’s a good or nice thing to do, but because it is part of who we are called to be as disciples of Christ and members of the Christian community.
The Parable of the Good Samaritan

[image: http://www.painsley.org.uk/re/signposts/y7/2-1jesus/Image94.gif]Luke 10:25-37
25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ 26He said to him, ‘What is written in the law? What do you read there?’ 27He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.’ 28And he said to him, ‘You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.’ 
29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ 30Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.” 36Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?’ 37He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’ 
Consider This: 
The Jewish people in Jesus’ time were especially concerned with upholding purity laws.  They held special beliefs about the things that were to be considered sacred and profane, and made great sacrifices to adhere to these beliefs.  The Samaritan community was one of mixed ancestry, having both Jewish and Pagan roots.  Samaritans practiced a form of Judaism that many mainstream Jews found to be corrupt.  For these reasons and others, many Jews despised the Samaritans and vice versa.     
Discussion Questions

A Closer Look at Scripture
1. While telling this parable, Jesus is addressing the Jews.  Yet, who is the one who does the good deed in the parable?  Why do you think Jesus told the story this way?

2. Jesus uses this parable to answer the question “who is my neighbour”?  Given what you’ve learned from the parable, how would you answer the question “who is my neighbour”?

3. Have you ever had a personal experience resembling this story?  Have you ever pre-judged someone and realized you were wrong?  


A Closer Look at Our World
Some of the many homeless people in our communities started out as refugees and immigrants.  They came to Canada seeking a better a life for themselves and their families, and perhaps fell on hard times.  

There are some who feel bitter or uncaring toward the plight of immigrants and refugees because they are foreign or not “Canadian”.  Some question the rights of these individuals to receive government assistance or charitable aid.

4. With the parable of the Good Samaritan in mind, how do you think Christians are called to respond to immigrants and refugees who are homeless or struggling financially?

5. How might our personal prejudice affect the way we see the homeless and the assumptions we make about them?











Healing of the Hemorrhaging Woman
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Now there was a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years. She had endured much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse. She had heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, for she said, ‘If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.’ Immediately her hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 

Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, ‘Who touched my clothes?’ And his disciples said to him, ‘You see the crowd pressing in on you; how can you say, “Who touched me?” ’ He looked all round to see who had done it. But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.’ 
Consider This: 
There are many reasons why a woman might experience hemorrhaging (uncontrollable bleeding often from the uterus).  Today we have many ways of assessing the problem and treating it.  But this Gospel story tells us that the hemorrhaging woman who approached Jesus had been suffering for a long time and could find no cure.

In Jesus’ time, an important part of the Jewish faith was respecting the purity laws laid out in the Hebrew Scriptures.  This meant that a woman experiencing hemorrhaging would likely have been thought of as “unclean” even by her own friends and neighbours.  She would not have been able to worship in her local synagogue, go to the market, or meet with other people.  She would likely have lived a very lonely life, struggling with shame and embarrassment as a result of her medical condition.
Discussion Questions

A Closer Look at Scripture

1. Put yourself in this woman’s shoes – having a medical condition that no one can cure and that causes you to be looked down upon by society.  How might this make you feel?  How would your life / relationships change?

2. The woman in this story possessed great courage in order to approach Jesus so boldly, despite of the way society viewed her.  What do you think was the source of her courage/faith? 

3. How was Jesus’ approach to this woman different from the way others in society likely would have treated her?

4. The story tells us that there were many people crowding around Jesus.  From what you know of the Scriptures, what kinds of people do you think were in these crowds?  Why did they follow Jesus? 

A Closer Look at Our World
Many of the homeless people who live in shelters or on the streets suffer from illnesses which are often the root cause of their inability to get a job and secure housing.  Many are mentally ill with no one to take care of them.  Many suffer from addictions that they cannot cure on their own.  Some have learning difficulties which keep them from getting an education or working.

5. With the story of the hemorrhaging woman in mind, how are Christians called to respond to those who are homeless as a result of illness?  In what ways can we help this particular group of vulnerable, marginalized people so that their illness does not drag them into poverty?  











Jesus and Levi the Tax Collector
[image: http://www.xaviermissionaries.org/M_Call/MG_Levi1b.jpg]Mark 2:13-17 
13Jesus* went out again beside the lake; the whole crowd gathered around him, and he taught them. 14As he was walking along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up and followed him. 
15 And as he sat at dinner* in Levi’s* house, many tax-collectors and sinners were also sitting* with Jesus and his disciples—for there were many who followed him. 16When the scribes of* the Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners and tax-collectors, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does he eat* with tax-collectors and sinners?’ 17When Jesus heard this, he said to them, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.’
Consider This: 
The Jewish people living in Palestine had been under foreign domination for most of the eight centuries prior to Jesus’ birth.  During Jesus’ time they were ruled by the Romans and therefore required to pay taxes to the empire to fund armies, the building of roads and other infrastructure etc.  In addition to these taxes, Jews were also required to pay taxes to the Jewish authorities for the upkeep of the Temple.  All together, the Jewish people likely paid 1/3 of their meager earnings in tax.  For a society that was largely made up of farmers and other skilled labourers, losing this much income in taxes was very burdensome.

Additionally, those who collected the taxes (i.e. tax collectors like Levi) and those who benefited from them (certain leaders like Herod Antipas) were often very wealthy, and flaunted their riches.  Obviously, this meant that tax-collectors were seen as sinful in the eyes of the Jews, and were often compared to criminals.  
Discussion Questions

A Closer Look at Scripture
1. We know how Levi would have been perceived by Jewish society, but what does the story actually tell us about Levi’s personality?  (Hint: Think about the fact that he left his work and followed Jesus, or the fact that he had Jesus over for dinner.)

2. Can you think of some reasons as to why Jesus would call Levi to be his disciple?  Why wouldn’t Jesus call someone more righteous?

3. In this story Levi has been given a second chance – a chance to leave behind a way of life that caused him to oppress others for his own gain.  Without knowing much about Jesus or his ministry, Levi took Jesus’ offer.  Have you ever been offered a second chance – a chance to re-do something, or make up for past failures?  How did this make you feel?  How important are second-chances?

A Closer Look at Our World
Some of the homeless people in our neighbourhoods have struggled with lives of crime.  Some have resorted to stealing, drug-dealing and other illegal ways of making money, either because they did not know any better or because they had little choice.  Some have been to prison, and now find it difficult to get employment because of their histories.  As Christians we are called to offer forgiveness and second-chances to those who seek repentance and help.

4. What are some practical ways that we can help those who are looking for a second chance to start all over?  
5. How can we support those who have made past mistakes to move on and become positive contributors to society?  
6. How can we encourage young people to avoid lives of crime so that they never have to face these problems?   








A Woman Forgiven
Luke 7:36-50
36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus* to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s house and took his place at the table. 37And a woman in the city, who was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. 38She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment. 
39Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what kind of woman this is who is touching him—that she is a sinner.’ 40Jesus spoke up and said to him, ‘Simon, I have something to say to you.’ ‘Teacher,’ he replied, ‘speak.’ 41‘A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii,* and the other fifty. 42When they could not pay, he cancelled the debts for both of them. Now which of them will love him more?’ 43Simon answered, ‘I suppose the one for whom he cancelled the greater debt.’ And Jesus* said to him, ‘You have judged rightly.’ 
44Then turning towards the woman, he said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. 45You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. 46You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.’ 48Then he said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’ 49But those who were at the table with him began to say among themselves, ‘Who is this who even forgives sins?’ 50And he said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in peace.’ 
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Though we cannot be certain, it is likely that the woman in this story is a prostitute.  In Jesus’ society – as in many cultures around the world – prostitution was very much looked down upon.  Unfortunately, however, most of the shame and dishonour involved with prostitution fell upon the woman, rather than her male clients.  She would be viewed by society as unclean, and would be marginalized.    
Discussion Questions

A Closer Look at Scripture
1. What is the meaning of the mini-parable that Jesus tells in this story (about the creditor and the debtor)?  

2. What was the attitude of the Pharisee/dinner host toward the woman?  How did he think Jesus should have responded to this woman?  

3. Other than the fact that she is a sinner, what else does this story tell us about the woman?  Think about what the story tells us about her actions and emotions.  How might she have been feeling when she met Jesus?

4. How does Jesus defy expectations in the way he responds to this woman?  How does he restore her dignity?  How does Jesus view this woman as compared to the rest of society?  

A Closer Look at Our World
Sadly, many young women who live in poverty and suffer from homelessness turn to lives of prostitution, or end up in the hands of human traffickers (those who capture vulnerable people by force, fraud or deception, with the aim of exploiting them, often for sexual purposes).  

These young women can be as young as high school students.  Some are single mothers with young children.  Some have been abused by men all of their lives.  Many are lured into the business with promises of obtaining a better future.  

5. Although poverty is often the main contributing factor, what are some other reasons a woman might consider selling her body?  (Hint: Think about media messages, relationships, self-worth etc.)

6. How might paying closer attention to the problem of homelessness also relieve the problem of prostitution?  How are the two inter-connected?  

7. In the footsteps of Christ, what attitude are we as Christians called to have toward those involved in prostitution?  What steps can we take that might address both the problems of homelessness, prostitution, and human trafficking?       
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